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1. Dr. Kissinger has given me a preliminary report on his 
September 15 meeting with Le Due Tho and Xuan Thuy. 

2. At the meeting which lasted five and one- half hours the 
North Vietnamese displayed extreme eagerness to settle quickly, 
repeatedly requesting that we set a timetable for negotiations and 

a deadline for overall agreement which they hope could come within 
weeks. They indicated a strong desire to meet again as soon as 

possible and to continue discussions on successive days. They dis< 

> ' 

played the most conciliatory tone they have yet exhibited. 

3. The North Vietnamese tabled new proposals which Dr. 
Kissinger will forward shortly. He reports that while there has 
been limited movement in certain areas, the unacceptable core of 
their position remains although it is presented in a different form. 
They propose that the GVN and PRG each administer local areas 
they control with a superstructure of a three segment coalitLon 


government. 


4. Dr. Kissinger made it very clear that we could not accept 


their plan and they would have to modify it# They did not demur, 
saying only that both sides should review their positions. There 
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were no references to bombiriB nor any of their usual diatribes. 

5. We tabled only our substantive proposal in the frame* 
work of our joint consultations. In the light of the GVN's views 

we withheld our procedural plan altogether* 

6. Dr. Kissinger reports that he has never seen the North 

Vietnamese remotely close to being so anxious for a settlement 
and thinks they must be hurting. They repeatedly stressed 
their desire to end the war quickly. In his opinion, this could 

* 

prove more significant than the precise nature of their current 

• * 

* 

plans because it strongly suggests that they will continue modifying 
their positions. 

7. They wanted to meet next Friday for two straight days. 

Dr. Kissinger said we would confirm either September 22 or 25. 
Such a two day meeting, he believes, will silence our domestic 
opposition for weeks at a time. During this next round, we can 
see whether North Viet-Nam's eager attitude is translated into 

more reasonable proposals. 

8. Dr. Kissinger wants to make it clear that we intend to 
follow the strategy we have outlined, we will not accept the other 
side’s plan, and we will not undermine our objectives or our 
friends in the homestretch. We propose to make no new pro- 
posals, Dr. Kissinger emphasizes that it is of the greatest 
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importance now that we carryout the tactics we have outlined. 
The whole orientation and direction of our policy is being 
challenged by our critics and we both, the GVN and the U. S. , 
have a big stake in it. 
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